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Themes and Colours

Keynote for the iPad and iPhone offers 
twelve themes, each of which has its 
own colour palette.
Each one contains:
- 24 plain colours
- six gradients
- six textures
- white, blacks and greys

This is the colour palette for 
Chalkboard ...



The opacity slider
You can expand the range of colours within 
any presentation by 'mixing' your own, using 
the opacity slider. Here's how:

- Tap        , then Shapes. 
- Tap the shape you want.
- Tap        , then Style and Style Options.

Select the colour of your choice by 
tapping the colour box.

Tap Effects, then move the opacity 
slider left and right to choose the tint 
you want.



Add shapes in white and black of 
differing opacities on top of a plain 
colour for different tints and shades. 

Blue 100% Blue 100%
White 50%

Blue 100%
Black 50%

Overlap or combine different 
colours and opacities for the effect 
you want.

Reducing the opacity makes the 
colour transparent. If you are 
working on a white background, 
this is not a problem. If your 
background is coloured, put a 
white shape beneath your tint. Green 50 % Green 50 % on 

chalkboard
Green 50 % on 
chalkboard with
white underneath.



Borrowing colours 
Although there is not, as yet, a colour 
picker for the iPad and iPhone in 
Keynote, you can 'borrow' coloured 
shapes and text from other 
presentation themes.

Open a theme which contains the 
colour(s) or hue(s) you want. For a 
shape, tap         , then Shapes and 
choose the one you want. Change its 
colour by tapping        , Style Options 
and Fill, then tap the colour you want. 

Tap the shape to copy, return to your 
current presentation and tap the page/
slide anywhere to see the Paste 
command. Tap to paste your new 
coloured shape and move it into position.



The same can be done with coloured 
text. Open the presentation which 
contains the text colour you want, tap          
       , then  Shapes and the T, to get a 
text box. 

Tap      , then Text and the arrow far 
right.

Tap the arrow far right in the colour 
menu to bring up the windows of 
colour strips. Tap to choose, and 
your text will change colour.

Copy the text box by tapping, open 
your presentation and the correct 
page/slide, then tap the screen for 
the Paste command. Tap to place 
your text. 



Colour swatches
An alternative to having to remember which colour ranges are linked with which 
presentation, is to download my Keynote Colour Swatches and Keynote Coloured 
Text presentations.

The Colour Swatches presentation 
contains all the colour palettes from the 
twelve themes. These are not just for 
visual reference - they are 'live', You can 
tap to copy and paste any coloured 
rectangle into your own presentation. 

If you need a shape other than a 
rectangle, you will quickly be able to 
locate which theme to open up.

KNAlexaColouredSwatches is available 
for download at:

http://simplyalexa.typepad.com/trimmingthesails/2013/04/creativity-on-the-move-
keynote-04-using-colours.html 



Coloured text 

Within each theme, there is an option for 
white, black and several shades of grey. 
in addition, you can colour the text using 
any of the colours available within that 
theme. My Coloured Text presentation 
contains boxes of text in colours from all 
twelve themes. Just tap, copy and paste 
into your own presentation, backspace to 
delete the word 'Text' and  type your own 
journaling.

KNAlexaColouredText is available 
for download at:
http://simplyalexa.typepad.com/trimmingthesails/2013/04/creativity-on-the-move-
keynote-04-using-colours.html 
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I hope you enjoy using this PDF, and find it helpful!
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